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Press Release
FEMA HONORS ACHIEVEMENTS IN COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS
2013 Individual and Community Preparedness Awards Winners Announced
WASHINGTON – The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) today announced the
winners of the 2013 FEMA Individual and Community Preparedness Awards. The Awards
recognize individuals who have taken action to prepare their communities. This year, highlighted
accomplishments were achieved between January 1, 2012 and June 5, 2013.
“We can only be prepared for disasters if we have strong leadership in our communities,” said
FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate. “Today’s winners represent a cross-section of our community
and demonstrate how emergency management is a shared responsibility.”
FEMA received nearly 200 applications from faith-based, non-profit, private sector, and communitybased organizations, as well as individuals. Leadership from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and FEMA, with input from representatives of the whole community,
selected this year’s winners from among applicants from 39 States and the District of Columbia.
The finalists each demonstrated remarkable innovation and creativity in preparing and supporting
their communities. For example, the Texas School Safety Center developed a statewide approach to
emphasize youth preparedness by establishing a youth preparedness summer camp that included
emergency and community specific action planning in addition to leadership development. The
volunteers of the Hoboken Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) in New Jersey were
essential in assisting the Hoboken Office of Emergency Management following Hurricane Sandy.
The Illinois Citizen Corps Council leveraged local partners in their communities to help support their
emergency preparedness programs.
This year, the third annual John D. Solomon Whole Community Preparedness Award is presented to
the Los Angeles Fire Department South Los Angeles Teen CERT Collaborative. Solomon, founder
of the blog In Case of Emergency, Read Blog, was an advocate of whole community engagement
and collaboration, and noted that youth are the segment of any community most likely to bring about
change in attitudes and behaviors toward emergency preparedness and resiliency. The LAFD South
Los Angeles Teen CERT Collaborative, which partners with a wide variety of community
organizations and empowers local youth, exemplifies many of the core themes of Solomon’s work.

Recipients of FEMA’s Individual and Community Preparedness Awards will be invited to a
recognition ceremony in Washington, D.C. during National Preparedness Month. During the
ceremony, recipients will share their community preparedness successes and lessons learned with
emergency management leadership.
A complete list of this year’s recipients and the honorable mentions for each category is available at:
www.ready.gov/citizen-corps-awards. Award recipients by category are as follows:


Outstanding State Citizen Corps Council Initiatives: Illinois Citizen Corps



Outstanding Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Initiatives: City of Austin CERT



Outstanding Local Citizen Corps Council Initiatives: Heart of Texas Citizen Corps



Outstanding Achievement in Youth Preparedness: Texas School Safety Center



Community Preparedness Heroes: Volunteers of the Hoboken CERT Program



Awareness to Action: What To Do To Make It Through Campaign



Third Annual Recipient of the John D. Solomon Whole Community Preparedness Award: The
Los Angeles Fire Department South Los Angeles Teen CERT Collaborative

City of Los
FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to
build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and
mitigate all hazards.
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