[Insert RTM banner here]

U.S. Visa Application Information

To enter into the United States for a USTDA-sponsored event, proposed participants are required to obtain a U.S. visa. Participants who are citizens or nationals (including dual citizens) of countries participating in the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) may travel to the United States without a visa, provided they have a valid Electronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) approval. 

For all other participants, USTDA has developed guidance on the U.S. visa application and interview process, as outlined below. Proposed participants are advised that all visa application decisions are final and determined by the appropriate U.S. authorities. USTDA will not intervene in the visa adjudication process and will honor all final decisions. If an individual is denied a visa, their organization must suggest a replacement. 

Step-by-Step Guide to the Application Process

Step One: Starting the Application

Navigate to this website to find the Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application, or the DS-160 form. Note your Application ID (displayed in the top right corner) immediately. You will need this to schedule your visa appointment at the U.S. embassy or consulate. You will also need this to retrieve your application if your session expires or if you encounter an error message.

Step Two: Identify the Appropriate Visa Type

Most USTDA RTM participants fall under one of the following categories. Ensure you select the correct one on your application:
1) A-1: For high-ranking government officials, such as ministers, or those representing their national government, such as ambassadors, diplomats, and consular officers.
2) A-2: For foreign officials or government employees not applying for an A-1 visa.
3) B-1: For business visitors attending meetings or conferences.

Step Three: Fill Out the Online Application

Make sure you have your passport, USTDA RTM Invitation Letter, digital copy of passport-sized photograph, and payment method before starting the visa application. For travel and sponsor information, see “Information for Filling Out the DS-160.” Be sure to print a copy of the confirmation page when the application is signed and submitted. You will need this for your interview.

Step Four: Pay the Application Fee (only applicable to B-1 visas)

Pay the non-refundable visa application fee of $185. Download and print two copies of your payment receipt. You will need one for your interview and one to submit to USTDA for reimbursement.

Step Five: Schedule the Visa Interview

Visit the country-specific U.S. Embassy or Consulate website where you will be interviewed. Book your slot as soon as your DS-160 is complete. Wait times vary significantly by region. If your travel date is approaching and no slots are available, you may need to request an Expedited/Emergency Appointment based on the RTM start date. Please contact [Name], [Title], for assistance. For information on how to prepare for your interview, see “Attending the Visa Interview: What to Expect.”
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Travel Information Section: 
Date of Arrival in the United States: [October 8, 2025]
Arrival Flight: [XX 400]
Arrival City: [Washington, DC]
Date of Departure from the United States: [October 19, 2025]
Departure Flight: [XX 500]
Departure City: [San Diego, CA]
Locations (that you plan to visit): [Washington, DC; San Francisco, CA; San Diego, CA]
Hotel Addresses for RTM: 
1) [Marriott Marquis, 901 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20001]
2) [Omni San Francisco Hotel, 500 California St, San Francisco, CA 94104]
3) [Courtyard by Marriott, 530 Broadway Circle, San Diego, CA 92101]
Person/Entity Paying for Your Trip: [Other Company/Organization]

Person/Entity Paying for Your Trip Section: 
Name of Company/Organization Paying for Trip: U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) 
Telephone Number: +1 (703) 875-4357 
Relationship to You: Visit Sponsor 
Street Address (Line 1): 1101 Wilson Blvd.
Street Address (Line 2): Suite 1100
City: Arlington 
State/Province: VA 
Zip Code: 22209 
Country/Region: United States of America 

Travel Companions Information Section: 
Are there other persons traveling with you? [Yes]
Are you traveling as part of a group or organizations? [Yes]
Group Name: [USTDA Rail Modernization Reverse Trade Mission]

Social Media:
Add social media handle names or links for all profiles (e.g., LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram) that you have used in the past five years. Do not withhold any active social media profiles. 

U.S. Point of Contact Information Section: 
Surname: [Doe]
Given Name: [Jane]
Organization Name: [Jane Doe Events Inc.]
Relationship to You: [Other]
U.S. Address (Line 1): [1 Main Street]
U.S. Address (Line 2): [Suite 200]
City: [Washington, DC]
State: [DC]
Zip Code: [20009]
Phone Number: [+1 (202) 555-1000]
Email Address: [janedoeevents@jde.com]

Photo Section: 
You must upload a color photograph of yourself that meets U.S. visa specifications. Only .jpg files with a max file size of 240 KB are accepted. 


[bookmark: Attending]Attending the Visa Interview: What to Expect

Arrive at least 30–45 minutes before your scheduled time. Security at U.S. embassies and consulates is rigorous. Electronic devices (phones, smartwatches, USBs), bags, and sealed envelopes are usually not permitted inside. Check your specific consulate's website for locker availability, as many do not provide storage for prohibited items.

Bring the following to your interview: 
1. Appointment Confirmation Page
2. DS-160 Confirmation Page – ensure the confirmation/barcode number (starting with “AA”) matches the one used when scheduling the appointment
3. Valid passport – must be valid for at least 6 months beyond your intended stay
4. Visa Application Fee Receipt
5. USTDA RTM Invitation Letter
6. Passport Photo – one recent color 5x5-centimeter photograph that meets U.S. visa specifications
7. Proof of financial stability such as bank statements, salary information, etc.
8. Evidence of ties to your home country, such as employment documentation, property ownership, or family connections, to demonstrate your intent to return

Visa interviews are typically 15-20 minutes and conducted in English, unless an interpreter is requested in advance. The Consular Officer will have access to your entire file, including your online application and any prior visa history. They will ask you questions about your background, purpose of travel, your home country, and financial stability. They may ask you about any prior U.S. travel, visa refusals, family in the U.S., or even your social media activity. 

Sample Questions and Answers: 

Q: What is the purpose of your visit to the United States?
A: The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA), a U.S. Government agency, has selected my organization to participate in a U.S. Government–sponsored reverse trade mission. During this visit, I will participate in meetings organized by USTDA with U.S. Government officials and U.S. industry representatives for official business discussions. 

Q: How will you finance your trip? 
A: My travel expenses related to this visit are being covered by the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA), a U.S. Government agency, as part of a U.S. Government–sponsored reverse trade mission. 

Further Resources

Should you have any questions or if you need assistance for the visa application, please contact [Name], [Title] at [Contact Information]. 
